ee foie . Mr. Matson tells a story of a 
‘ > 


"hotel built in a day," 
the bar consisting 


really just a liquor shop, 


of two barrels with a board across. 


There was also a regular hotel on the 
-roads, kept by 


south-east corner of the e¢ 
the Milffburn Brothers 
| 


Af’ J 
Ak / ‘ a man named Walsh, 
| peteee-crist mill and distillery on Lot 2%, 
fe 
Con. 3. 
| 4 


AL | 
terior by the pail itr. — \ 
\ ) 


Matson recalls riding three or four miles as 


& little boy and bringing back a pail. of whiskey 
Tacs 
tor the threshers} “put jthey never ne drunk, 


the pyeobabl were working too hard} 
Were pmedayeaum+- terdeccabe paced / 


eats They used to get 5 gal. of liquor fora 
_phishel of "tailings," at Milburn's Mill, and this 


| 
was @ great convenience. 


Mr. Milburm first named the mills Allandale, 


because he came from Allsndale, near Barrie, which 


he himself had named in honour of his birth- 
place, but they were generally spoken of as the 
Milburn Mills. He also had a store, but the 


store and distillery were burmed before 1870. 


in the Peel directory of 1873-4, Centreville 
is listed as having a populatibn of 80; $ mill- 
owners, including a carding mill, the grist- 
mill of the Milburm Bros. and ane a variety 
a specitied, a Waggon-maker, anda resident 
physician Dr. David Allison, There wag also 
according to Mrs. Sullivan,— 


CrJohnny Judge's little store,” OW Uarw 
Yur anthony of Hae a tha ditesda f 
U 


There is no reference to teacher or preacher, 
school or church, but we know from the accounts 
of old settlers that there were &@ Methodist 
church close by, @ ‘weber, Ot schools even closer, 
and a Catholie echureh on the spot. the latter 
is on a hill and wees have been built in 
the hollow just Sees opposite it. dhe 
first was a2 little log building on the same side 


ag the chureh, but the present school and its 


OL 


immediate predecessor were in the location 


described and to the gouth-Hast of the church. 


The oldest building in the village is 


probably the back section of the Sullivan house 
which is now the Post-Office. the original 

logs have been covered with clapboards but 

the lines are low and simple, suggesting an 

old country cottage, and it is interesting 

to feel that the oldest place in the village 

is used for one oi the most modern developments. , 
This house was built by James Squires who farmed 

in the vicinity along with his two brothers, 


Arthur and Erin. 


The Catholic Churen is also very old. Richard 
Doherty says that he has heard his father talk of 
drawing timber tor the tirst Catholic chureh, 100 
years ago, which would locate its building in the 


very early days of the settlement of the @ounty. 4 


63 


At the end of the nineteenth century the 
Catholic church wag ot frame with rough east, 
the present beautiful brick building having been 


commenced in 1901. 


When plans were being made for this new 
ehureh some of the parishioners wanted to re- 
move 5 lots north of Lockton which they con- 
sidered more central. Others wanted to remain on 
the old site because it was close to the old 
graveyard which they did not like to leave 
neglected. The priests decided to let them 
settle the matter by a vote of those subscribing 
a certain amount to Ihe building of the new | 
church. The majority of these voted to go to 
Lockton. fThe priest on védeneidertne -ta6 
matter began to doubt the advisability of the 
move and wondered whether he nae not a sacred 
obligation to keeptthe ehureh beside the cemetery. 
it was finally decided, in spite of the vote, to 
keep the church at Centreville. William Minnick, 
one of the most ardent supporters oi the Loekton 
move, thereupon retused to pay his promised sub- 
scription. The priest threatened to take action 
but Minnick said he would defend himself in the 
courts on the ground that the agreement was not 
kept. The priest replied that no doubt Minnick 
could beat them in the courts, "but," he added, 


"remember! - my good triend you will have 
to meet another judges, thre—jucenent—e f 
as oe 
"Yes", retorted Minnick, "but soewilha you u 


and you'll have a damned poor story to tell 
im,” 


This chureh, dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelist contains menu beautiful memorial 
Windows to the old Irish settlers, many of 
whom are buried in this beautiful cemetery 


high up amid a country, according to Father 


Culliton, closely resembling Ireland itselr, 


Close by in the 014 Centreville Methodist 
cemetery others of these early pioneers are 
buried. Reminiscing of those early days when 
Methodist clergymen were not competent to 
pertorm leg al marriages. Mr. Kelly speaks of 
Joseph Barmby who was buried in Centreville _ 
Methodist Cemetery. He nad three children, 
two girls and one boy, and he was married about 


two hours before he died, 


The same thing happened Squire H.......and 


his wife Prudence Bible. it wasa natural enough 


7 
result of these unfair regulations and walt note bil, 
; 05 * 


—— 


" Centrevilie elung Por a Long tite pay 


old aa example: 


Raisings in Centreville continued to a much 


ter date than one would expect, a barn was raised 
the usual way, with sides and racing and plenty 
of whiskey, as recently as 35 years ago on the 


O'Leary place and in 1909 at Richard Doherty's. 


There is an intere & confusion of names 


in Albion voWnSh ID, Bolton town is said to have 
been originally called Albion. Atter Bolton 
ceased to bear this name, Centreville, which 

| was being confused with another and larger 
Centreville applied the discarded name of Albion 
to its Post-Oftice. This nappened twenty or 
twenty-five years ago. A itew years later the 


station followed suit and the name of Centreville 


was almost torgotten. 


Miss Elizabeth O'Connor, niece of several of 


the older inhabitants of the old Centreville and a 


Ob 


frequent visitor, tells an amusing anecdote in 

this conne@tion. She was in go rec6 and making 

plans to visit an uncle, but had rorgotten the 

change in the name of the station. Telephoning 

the station in Toronto she asked if a certain 

train stopped at Centreville. The man who 

answered her replied that it did not. She 

then inquired what tr @in on that line did stop 

at Centreville and atter much consul tation of Kite 
timetables he told ibeet8neW sue insisted “hap OE 


She had visited the place betore and he-esited— 
Tale ? 


between Caledon 


East and Palgrave. He assured her that he had 
been on this line tor years and that there was 
no such place and that the only station between 
Caledon Fast and Palgrave wags Albion. When 
railway officials can thus torget so quickly 
what wonder that we find it difficult to secure 


intormation from ordinary mortals. 
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Towns und Villares. 


Centreville. 


It is now called Alwvion and lies on the branch 
of the C. ¥. R. running between Caledon Hsst and 
Palgrave. 

In the old dsys it nad the possibly more approp- 
riste neme of Helitown. It lay on the porders of a 
staunch Methodist and Orsnze community and the Roman 
Catholic Irish settlement centred about Loektown. 

There was necesssrily friction, and as ¥elltown 
contsined a numper of so-called notels, mere drinking 
dens for the most pert, snd moonshine whiskey was chesp 
end potent, prawls were of ulmost daily occurrence. 

The families of “Milburn, Matson, Sullivan, Squier, 
Minnics, Barmby, were among tne pioneers. 

The first wuilding on the site is sia to nave vneen 
Yub up vy James Squier, and it now forms part of the 
Sulliven nouse, in use ss 2» post office. 

The Catholie church standine on the hill ond dom- 
instine the ‘nole lundsesne, was put up necrly a century 
ago. The first pbuilding was of logs, tne second of 
frame, rouzheast, ani the present buildine, of brick, 
erected in 1901. 

There wss also a little log sbhoolhouse py the 
church, put the present school and the one thst immedintely 
preceded it, lie in the nollow to tne south-east oF 


the ehurch. ov 
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The De la Salle Brothers at one time t»ught a 
‘sechool ecrlled St. John's College in connection wita 
the ehurech, put soon moved to Toronto to found tne 
ereat eiucationul establishment there. 

But it was the Centreville Methodist meeting nouse 
tont gave its name to the district for some years. 
It's esrly nistory is obscure. 

The “filvurn Brothers came from Allandsle py way of 
x& Barrie, and tried to fix tue name of Allandsle on the 
snot when they puilt their mill and distillery on Lot 
25, Concession 3, 2% some tine in the fifties, but the 
locality was known by the inhsbitents ss Milburn Mills. 
They had 9s store there too, but store and distillery were 
destroyed by fire before 1870. 

The Peel Directory of 1873-4 lists Centreville 
as having teeeeritts o grist mill, » carding mill, 
and s third which wes probsbly s sawmill. <A weson maker 
is mentioned, and there was doubtless a smith. Mrs. 
Sullivan, an old resident, says that Jimmy Judge s1so 
had = little store there st the time. 

The village, finding itself confused with some 
other Centreville, spplied to heve its neme changed to 
Alnion, Bolton had laid claim to that name, but had 
discarded it. So Centrevélle post office was given the 
name of Albion, sand the rsilrosd followed suit. The old. 
name dropped out of use, like its predecessor Helltown. 3 
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But it has eraduslly faded sway, snd nothing remains : 


Be of the mills and stores. The Roman Catholic church with — 

rs | : EE fine memoris] windows and cemetery remains, and there : 
her: ig also the ola Methodist burying sround, where the ei 
ts pioneers of thet devontnat ios le. . 
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distillery, however, was burn¢d before the arrival 


of Mrs. Sull 


Ze) 
ae "x a ea called 
wal After Bolton ceased am 
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From Notes of 


Auge 31, 1932 


Koes 
Mrs. Sullivan's Account ¥ at 


GEES happened twenty or twenty five years ago. A 


few years later “Dyk followed suit and the name 
of Centreville was forgotten. 


the older inhabitant t 
Pea iout: OS 


8 9 
% plans to visit Kdry_— 
ee; but st had forgotten the sages the 
of the station. Telephoning the station @#gme she 
asked if a certain train stopped at Centreville. The 
man who answered her replied that it did note She 
then inquired what train on that line did stop at 
Centreville and after much consultation of timetables 
he told her none. ‘She insisted that she had visited 
the place before and he asked her where it wase She 
replied between Caledon East and Palgrave. He 
assured her that he had been on this line for years © 
and that there was no such place and that the only 
station between Caledon East and Palgrave was Albion. 
G— When railway officials can thus forget so quickly 
what wonder that we find it difficult to secure information 


\ from ordinary mortals. 13 
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frend hots 
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lans were bei made for uae church some 
plan ng 


of the parishioners ates to remove 5 ,north 
to ioakkes enue they considered more central. 
Others wanted to remain on the old ‘site 
iiéaske it was close to the old graveyard 
Awhich they did not like to /leave neglected. 
/ The priests deciaea to let them settle the 
| matter by a vote of those subscribing a certain 
amount to the building of the new church. 
\ the majority of these voted to go to Lockton. 


The priest on reconsidering the matter began 


to doubt the advisability-of the move and 
wondered whether he had not a sacred-obligation 


to keep the church beside the cemetery. It 

was finally decided, in spite of the vote, to 
keep the church at Centreville. William 

Minnick, one of the most ardent Supporters | /of 

the Lockton move, thereupon refused to pa / 

his promised subscription. ‘The priest | asieeaa 
to take action but Minnick said he would defend 
himself in the courts on the ground that the 
agreement was not kept. The priest replica 

that no doubt Minnick could beat them in the 


courts, “but" he added, "remember! - my good 
friend you will have to meet another judgment, 


the judgment of your Goa". "Yes", retorted 
Minnick, "but so will you ana you'll have a 
damned poor story to tell him." =~ 
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Columbia Cemetery 
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Susanna Elizabeth Fuller died March 29, 1864 \/ 


aged 8 years. . 


Sarah Ann daughter of Simeon and Anna Arnett 


died March 22, 1876 age 14 
"Like Spring's first-flowers 


She passed away, 


In memory of Widliam Parker who died March 
28, 1851 aged@ 80 years - Also Jane, 


his wife died July 11, 1853 age 55-yéars. 


/ Sy 
William D. son of William D. and Eliza Pgafker 
aiea March 16, 1854 agea 3 years ana 2/months. 


tomb- 


In memory of Robt. Kidney(stone brokenand rest 


lost) 


JOSEPH BARMBY 


Joseph Baran “ats buried in Centerville Methodist 
ts 


Cemetery. ; 
= ff 
+ 


SE ae 


f 
ff 


be was married about two hours before he died. 
Zz = / —— 
had three children, two girls and one poys yd, 


The same thing happened Squire H........and his 


wife Prudence Bible. F ree AVAL Ls alural 


fa eta wl 
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ei H) mngoes Reis’ NESAC ont 11 } at y on ‘a much later date than one 
Ps qt en Ko By pe ded—the—fermers h an easy methoad-o 
Fy, © : construction tn ; Yaisings ceased in this distric 


Pr barn was raised in the usual way, with sides and 
{ racing and plenty of whiskey, aS recently as 35 years 
ago on the O'Leary place and in 1909 at Richard Ib / 
A 


Doherty's. pee 3s = 
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Centreville was a small hamlet twenty years ago “e 


in the foot hills of the Caledon Mountains, now known as So 


4th line Albion, consisting of blacksmith shop, woollen 


mills, flour mill, railway flag station, Catholic Church, 


CENTREVILLE 


Ss 


The old Centreville meeting-house was 
= / { . ; 
set down in the centre of the wilderness of 


Albion Oe ee uspaen the darkness of 


7S \ 
| 


oy } 
the early pioneers /witha_ray of good ola- 


, j 
fashioned camp-neeting-and-love-fea 


Methodism. Instead it gave its name to 
community An which the hotels and distillery 
dominated the-early history apd a Catholic 


ae 


churoh now dominates the- andscape. 
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CENTREVILLE 
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32.56 n. 87.9 We 90 R 95 


Centreville Alabama 


Centreville Brit. Columbia 59.20 n. 1229.25 w. 84 L 34 


Centreville lowe 40.45 n. 92.55 we 91 b 38 
Centreville Ne Brunswick 46.25 n. 67.44 w. 85.L 62 
Centreville Nova Scotia 64.34 w. 85 L 76 
Centreville Se Dakota 97.0 w. 91 L 56 
Centreville Tennessee 87.29 
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There are several Roman Ostholic families to 

the North West of Palgrave but no 

) held in the Village. 


Services have heen 


These people attend the large 
brick church at Centreville. 


woe of 1873-4 , Ecrlay le 
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esident physician Dr. David Allison. There 
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ne Ayypyie one hill and the schools have 


been built in the hollow jus eee aite ite ‘The 


iret s@8Gor was a little ‘log building on the 


| same side as the church, “but the present sonselp 3. 
ache WC. 
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AS6Stion of the school should be 


' i Aho 2 aes i shoo SIME 
' COCR LOTO . Leeonereaaie,, the Catholic chur¢gh was , 


b red 
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/building_having been- commenced in chard 


Doherty says that he has heard his takhex talk of 


drawing timber for the first Catholic church, 100 
years ago, which would locate its building in the 


eee. early days of the settlement of the County. 
The oldest building in the vitlege is probably 


/ ] 
Ae 
the back of the Sullivan house 4gni.ch is now the 


“covered with clapboards but 


the lines are low and simple, suggesting an old 


Poste-Office. | 


country cottage, and it is interesting ye feel | 


rame with rough cast, the present beav 
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that the oldest place in, Os village 48 eer for / 


one of the most modern developments. This house 


pai was built by James Squires who farmed in the 


vicinity along with his two brothers, Arthur and 


pay fa 


and ‘rimitive Methodist Church. 


there was at one time an endeavour made to open 
a College~—St. John's College. The De La Salle brothers 


taught there before they taught in Toronto. 


Father eccccecscceseesomade an attempt to open 


itZ, but it was moved to Toronto. 


The two hotels, two waggon-makers'f shops, blacksmith, 
and Catholic Church, 
shoemaker, a weaver, were there, and with the exception 
of the Church, they ere all gone. The station too is practically 


gone. 


Al. 


nformation from letter from Wm. Stewart Hockley, hk _ 
Indian Head, Saskatchewan. pee 


INDUS TRY 


; My father {Thomas Hockley) built a grist mill 
ek on helfeof lot 23, coneession 4, tomnship~o? 
Albion, about theyéer 1857 which.weg-all made\of wood, 
ww even the wheels, cogs and ahafte\ No iron or iron 
wheels were used and the grinders were of stone. 


wu f { 
ye (This mill was called the Centreville mill and was 


laterly known as the McGillivray mill. 


